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Lunch & LearnSpecial Events
& Exhibitions

Sure, you could take lunch at your desk or have a 
sandwich at home. But why not feed your brain as well 
as your belly? Every other Wednesday from 12:15 - 1 
p.m., we’ll feature a talk by our staff focusing on a different 
aspect of the world or things going on in the Museum.
Bring a bag lunch or stop by a downtown restaurant and 
get it to go!

Tickets: $3 - Available at the Museum admission 
desk or RSVP online or call 941-746-4131, ext. 113.

January 3: Manatee Evolution with Mandy 
Deardeuff, Manatee Care Specialist

January 17: This week in Science - Highlights of 
New Developments Across the Disciplines with 
Ashley Girt, Pathways Manager

January 31: Not Invited to the Party: Non-native 
Species in Florida with Tish Sacks, Director of 
Education

February 14: Scan, Baby, Scan - Documenting Our 
Cultural Heritage Through Digital Technology with 
Matthew D. Woodside, Director of Exhibitions and 
Chief Curator

February 28: Nature Journaling 2.0: Field 
Sketching Basics with Tiffany Birakis, Assistant 
Curator of Exhibitions & Collections

March 14: Tools of Genetics - Understanding DNA 
& CRISPR with Madelaine Verbeek, Museum
Educator

March 28: Aging - Has Science Found a Cure? with 
Howard Hochhalter, Planetarium Manager

For more details on this new program, visit the 
Lunch & Learn page at SouthFloridaMuseum.org.

What’s new at SFM?
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Join us for our monthly live star talk, Stelliferous Live with
our staff astronomer. Stelliferous Live takes place on the
fourth Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. We’ll take a tour
of the upcoming month’s stars, planets and constellations,
talk about current events in astronomy, and open the
floor for an always-fun question and answer session.
Stelliferous Live is great for curious adults and inquisitive
kids alike.

January 24 at 7 p.m. 
February 28 at 7 p.m. 

March 28 at 7 p.m.
$3 Museum Members, $5 Non-members.  

Paid reservations required; RSVP online or call  
941-746-4131, ext. 113.

NEW EXHIBITION! 
How People Make Things: Open in the Museum’s 
East Gallery from January 27 - May 6, 2018. 
Reception: Friday, January 26 at 5:30 p.m.
An Exhibit Inspired by Mister Rogers’ Factory Tours
Every object in our world has a story of how it is 
made. How People Make Things tells that story by 
showing you the ways in which familiar childhood 
objects are manufactured, and the people, ideas 
and technology used to transform raw materials into 
finished products. 
How People Make Things was created by the 
Children’s Museum of Pittsbugh in collaboration with 
Family Communications, Inc. and the University 
of Pittsburgh Center for Learning in Out of School 
Environments with support from the National Science 
Foundation and the Grable Foundation. 

PLANETARIUM UPDATE:

The Planetarium will be closed for upgrades from 
January 11 through January 22, 2018. The Planetarium 
will reopen for regular business on Tuesday, January 23. 
 Soon after we reopen, we will add a digitally updated 
and remastered Passport to the Universe to our daily 
Planetarium schedule. Don’t miss the exciting update of 
a visitor favorite! Check back for scheduling information.



On the second Wednesday of most months from
7 to 9 p.m., we transform the Bishop Planetarium
into a forum for discussions at think + drink (science), 
a place where you can grab a beer or a glass of wine 
(or a soft drink) and learn about cutting-edge science 
in a relaxed, informal setting. Typically, our “expert 
du jour” gives a short presentation on the topic of the 
month, and then opens the floor for questions and 
discussion.
$3 Museum Members, $5 Non-members. 
Paid reservations required; RSVP online or call 
(941) 746-4131, ext. 113.

Sponsored by

January 10: Archaeology of the Florida Gulf 
Coast
Go beyond the galleries with Dr. Uzi Baram, Professor 
of Anthropology, New College of Florida.  Reflecting his 
wide-ranging interests in archaeology, anthropology, 
history, culture and travel, Dr. Baram will share his 
research experience in our region, exploring the ongoing 
connection between the past and the present. 
 
February 14: Fall in Love with Florida Sawfish
Tonya Wiley, President of Havenworth Coastal 
Conservation, has been conducting conservation biology 
studies of sawfish since 2001, including research on 
the endangered Smalltooth Sawfish in Florida.  She is 
an appointed member of the National Marine Fisheries 
Service’s Smalltooth Sawfish Recovery Implementation 
Team and was a lead researcher with Mote Marine 
Laboratory’s Center for Shark Research.  Join Tonya 
for the fascinating facts plus the latest updates and 
strategies to understand and protect this iconic and 
fascinating fish.
 
March 14: Sarasota Bay Blue Carbon
A Connecticut native who grew up along the Long 
Island Sound, Darcy Young has worked with the 
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program since 2015. After 
earning bachelor’s and master’s degrees in biology, 
she moved to Washington, DC to study carbon cycling 
in forests before relocating to Florida.  Sarasota Bay’s 
coastal parks support wildlife, education, and recreation, 
all while capturing carbon from the atmosphere and 
cleaning polluted waters. Come and learn about what 
makes coastal plants so special and how people are 
working to restore them.

KidSpace is a program for kids who want to 
explore everything there is to know about space 
and become Masters of the Universe. From 
10:15 a.m. to 11 a.m. on select Saturday 
morning we’ll unleash the awesome power of 
the Bishop Planetarium, taking off from Earth’s 
surface and flying to places no human has gone 
before: the Sun, the planets, other moons of our 
solar system, newly discovered solar systems in 
our galaxy and beyond. KidSpace is designed 
for kids in elementary school, grades 1-5, and 
their grown-ups, but everyone is welcome! 
$3 Museum Members, $5 Non-members.
RSVP online or call (941) 746-4131, ext. 113.

Museum admission is not included with your
KidSpace ticket price. Museum Members are
always free for daily admission. Non-members who
would like to stay and enjoy the Museum can pay
the discounted KidSpace price of $3 in addition to
your Museum admission price.

Join us on the dates below at 10:15 a.m. to 
learn about constellations, asterisms, stars 
and other significant objects found across 
the sky throughout the year!

February 3
February 17

March 3
March 17

For more details on this program, visit the 
KidSpace page at SouthFloridaMuseum.org.

On the first Saturday of most months the Museum 
stays open late for an evening of family fun! Every 
month there is a different theme with hands-on 
activities and special films or performances beginning 
at 3 p.m. You can also enjoy an additional manatee 
presentation, specially scheduled Planetarium shows, 
and the Rock Hall of Fame show at 7:15 p.m. (unless 
otherwise noted).

After 3 p.m. Museum admission is reduced: 
Adults - $9, Seniors (65+) - $8 and Children 
(4-12) - $7; members and children 3 & under 
are always free.

January 6: The 5 Senses and Beyond 
Edwin Hubble said that 
we explore the world 
with our five senses 
and call the adventure 
“science.”  Discover 
the ways in which our 
senses help humans 
and other living things 
survive, thrive and 
share the experiences of life. 

February 3: 
Riding the Waves 
Can you stay afloat?  In 
honor of the 2018 Bradenton 
Regatta, stop by and check 
out the science of water, 
waves and watercraft.

March 3: The South Florida Museum is pleased 
to host the 4th Annual Manatee Elementary STEM 
Competition
On display – 
student and class 
projects in Earth 
and Environmental 
Science, Life Science, 
Physical Science and 
Engineering. Join us to support the scientists of the 
future and celebrate their work!

On each Family Night, the Museum closes at 7 p.m. -
but don’t forget the Rock Hall of Fame Planetarium 
show at 7:15 p.m. Tickets for the Rock Hall of Fame 
only are $5.

IQuest is a monthly program for middle school
students in grades 6-8. While each IQuest is different,
you can always expect challenging projects and
games that inspire out-of-the-box solutions to real
world problems. IQuest takes place on the second
Saturday of most months from 4-8 p.m.
Admission $5 – Kids Only! 
Paid reservations required, admission includes 
slice of pizza and a drink. RSVP online or call  
(941) 746-4131, ext. 131.

January 13: Spy Stories 
Are the powers of deduction in your DNA?  Solving the 
mystery, cracking the code, or keeping the secret often 
means using science, math and more.  Will you be a 
better spy or spy catcher?

February 10: Secrets of the Stars
No, we’re not going to Hollywood!  Instead, we’re looking 
up. Get ready to map the celestial sphere and experience 
the stories of the universe -as told by the stars that twinkle 
overhead.

March 10: Project Upcycle
Can you build it better, faster, stronger, greener?  In this 
IQuest, you’ll check out how things we use every day are 
made. Then, use your creativity and engineering savvy 
to reimagine them using materials that might otherwise 
become trash.
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