
On the second Wednesday of most months from 
7 to 9 p.m., we transform the Bishop Planetarium 
into a forum for discussions at think + drink (science), 
a place where you can grab a beer or a glass of wine 
(or a soft drink) and learn about cutting-edge science 
in a relaxed, informal setting. Typically, our “expert 
du jour” gives a short presentation on the topic of the 
month, and then opens the floor for questions and 
discussion. 
$3 Museum Members, $5 Non-members. 
Paid reservations required; RSVP online or 
call (941) 746-4131, ext. 113.

Sponsored by

July 12: Frogs of Madagascar – A 
Conservation Journey
Ever dream of working in a biodiversity hotspot?  Join 
Devin Edmonds, Conservation Program Manager at 
the Lemur Conservation Foundation, as he shares 
his lifelong fascination with frogs and toads.  Then 
follow him through his six-year journey in Andasibe, 
Madagascar, helping a small community group 
establish the country’s first conservation breeding 
station for endangered amphibians. 
 
August 9: Are You Weather Ready? 
Preparing for Extreme Weather, Water, and 
Climate Events
With storm season underway, we’ll be a step ahead 
with Incident Meteorologist Rick Davis. Join us as he 
shares experience and insights from his nearly 20 
years with the National Weather Service, partnering 
with communities as they respond to the many 
challenges weather can bring. 
 
September 13: Archaeology of the Florida 
Gulf Coast
Go beyond the galleries with Dr. Uzi Baram, 
Professor of Anthropology, New College of 
Florida. Reflecting on his wide-ranging interests in 
archaeology, anthropology, history, culture and travel, 
Dr. Baram will share his research experiences in our 
region, exploring the ongoing connection between 
the past and the present. 

On the first Saturday of most months the Museum 
stays open late for an evening of family fun! Every 
month there is a different theme with hands-on 
activities and special films or performances beginning 
at 3 p.m. You can also enjoy an additional manatee 
presentation, specially scheduled Planetarium shows, 
and the Rock Hall of Fame show at 7:15 p.m. (unless 
otherwise noted). *Check website for specific 
schedules.

After 3 p.m. Museum admission is reduced: 
Adults - $9, Seniors (65+) - $8 and Children 
(4-12) - $7; Members and children 3 & under 
are always free. 

July 1: Fun in the Sun 
How will you spend your summer 
vacation? Run, jump and soak 
up the sun as we embrace the 
summer. Test your athletic skills in 
our special exhibit, Sportsology, 
then challenge your brain with 
the science of the sun. If weather 
permits, we’ll even check out the 
sun “up close” through a high-end 
solar telescope! Special full-dome 
Planetarium screening: Sunstruck.

August 5: Stormy Weather
Rain, Rain, Go Away? No way!  
Rain is our best friend!  Explore 
the science of weather and 
natural disasters and how Earth’s 
processes both sustain and startle 
us. Movie screening: Cloudy with a 
Chance of Meatballs.

September 2: Take Flight! 
How do airplanes stay up?  
What about birds and butterflies? 
Discover the real-life physics 
behind the magic of flight, and 
how the experience of flight has 
changed our perspective forever. 

On Family Night, the Museum closes at 7 p.m., but 
the Rock Hall of Fame Planetarium show begins at 
7:15 p.m! Tickets for the Rock Hall of Fame only are 
$5 (and included with Family Night admission).

IQuest is a monthly program for middle school 
students in grades 6-8. While each IQuest is different, 
you can always expect challenging projects and 
games that inspire out-of-the-box solutions to real 
world problems. IQuest takes place on the second 
Saturday of most months from 4-8 p.m. 

Admission $5 – Kids Only! 
Paid reservations required, admission 
includes slice of pizza and a drink. RSVP 
online or call (941) 746-4131, ext. 131.

July 8: Ready, Set, Science! Science in 
Motion 
How does science help us move better, stronger, 
faster? Learn how physics and engineering give 
us a leg up when we need to get going. Face the 
challenges of Sportsology and design your own 
solutions to real world motion problems.

August 12: Meteorology 101: What’s the 
Forecast? 
Become a weather scientist as you explore the 
mysteries of Earth’s weather. The forces of nature are 
formidable, but IQuest students will be prepared!

September 9: Cleared for Takeoff 
Can you speak pilot? How are flying machines 
engineered? What does it really mean when they 
say “light turbulence?” Keep your eyes on the sky 
when you discover the science of flight – no passport 
required!

KidSpace is a NEW program for kids who want to 
explore everything there is to know about space and 
become Masters of the Universe. From 10:15 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. each Saturday morning, we’ll unleash 
the awesome power of the Bishop Planetarium, 
taking off from Earth’s surface and flying to places 
no human has gone before: the Sun, the planets, 
other moons of our solar system, newly discovered 
solar systems in our galaxy and beyond. KidSpace is 
designed for kids in elementary school, grades 1-5, 
and their grown-ups.

$3 Museum Members, $5 Non-members. 
RSVP online or call (941) 746-4131, ext. 113. 

Museum admission is not included with your 
KidSpace ticket price. Museum Members are 
always free for daily admission. Non-members who 
would like to stay and enjoy the Museum can pay 
the discounted KidSpace price of $3 in addition to 
your Museum admission price.

During the summer KidSpace program series, 
learn about the rest of the space “stuff” that 
makes up our solar system while we discuss 
“The Solar System Zoo: Dwarf Planets, 
Cubewanos, Asteroids, Plutinos, TNOs, Trojans 
and Centaurs!”

July 1: Pluto and Eris 
July 8: Haumea  
July 15: Makemake
July 22: Quaoar 
July 29: Varuna
August 5: Sedna
August 12: Orcus
August 19: Pallas
August 26: Vesta
September 2: Ceres
September 9: Patroclus and Hektor
September 16: Chiron and Chariklo
September 23: Ixion and Huya
September 30: Planet 9 
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What’s new at SFM?

summer2017

Lunch & Learn 

Special Events  
& Exhibitions

Sure, you could take lunch at your desk or have a 
sandwich at home. But why not feed your brain as well 
as your belly? Each Wednesday from 12:15 - 1 p.m., 
we’ll feature a talk by our staff focusing on a different 
aspect of the world or things going on in the Museum. 
Bring a bag lunch or stop by a downtown restaurant and 
get it to go!

Tickets: $3 - Available at the Museum 
admission desk, RSVP online or call (941) 746-
4131, ext. 113. 

July 5: “Preserving Memories: Photographs of the 
Past and How We Can Preserve Our Memories of 
Today” with Sara Blackwelder, Collections Specialist
July 12: “Everything Under the Sun - Solar 
Astronomy” with Howard Hochhalter, Planetarium 
Manager
July 19: “Florida History: A Journey Through 
Time” with Rob Moran, Museum Educator
July 26: “Chilled or Just Chillin’? When to 
Make the Call for a Manatee in Distress” with Tara 
Whitcomb, Manatee Care Specialist
August 2: “Carnivorous Plants - An Omnivore of  
a Different Color” with Tish Sacks, Education Director
August 9: “Paleontology of the Badlands - 
Updates from the Field” with Jeff Rodgers, Provost 
and Chief Operations Officer
August 16: “Ridiculous Anatomy - Extremes 
and Oddities of the Animal World” with Madelaine 
Verbeek, Museum Educator
August 23: “A Brief History of Computers” with 
Terri Halbach, IT Project Manager
August 30: “Sit Down: A Short History of the 
Chair”  with Matthew Woodside, Director of Exhibitions 
and Chief Curator
September 6: “6,7,8,9,8,9: The Changing Tally 
of the Solar System” with Howard Hochhalter, 
Planetarium Manager
September 13: “Florida Geology - Not as Ancient 
as You Might Think”  with Terri Halbach, IT Project 
Manager
September 20: “Reduce, Reuse, Refuse - 
Recycling” with Tyne Hopkins, Manatee Care 
Specialist
September 27: “Capturing the Light: Innovations 
in Photography and Image Making” with Tiffany 
Birakis, Assistant Curator of Collections

Join us for our monthly live star talk, Stelliferous Live with 
our staff astronomer. Stelliferous Live takes place on the 
fourth Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. We’ll take a tour 
of the upcoming month’s stars, planets and constellations, 
talk about current events in astronomy, and open the 
floor for an always-fun question and answer session. 
Stelliferous Live is great for curious adults and inquisitive 
kids alike.

July 26 at 7 p.m. 
August 23 at 7 p.m. 

September 27 at 7 p.m.
$3 Museum Members, $5 Non-members.  

Paid reservations required; RSVP online or call  
941-746-4131, ext. 113.

201 10th Street West, Bradenton, FL 34205
www.SouthFloridaMuseum.org  (941) 746-4131

Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State,
Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture.

What’s happening
in the sky 

Behind-the-scenes 
insights about Snooty
and the other manatees 

The latest in collections 
management  

Visit our blogs 
on the Museum’s website 
(SouthFloridaMuseum.org) 
for more information about:

July 17, 2017, 4 - 7:30 p.m.: South Florida 
Museum’s Summer Member Celebration! 
The Summer Member Celebration is a special night for 
South Florida Museum Members ONLY. If you are not 
yet a member or if your membership has lapsed, please 
purchase or renew your membership today. We look 
forward to welcoming you to our family! The Member 
Celebration will go from 4 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. on Monday, 
July 17. Throughout the evening, we will be celebrating 
Snooty’s upcoming 69th Birthday and offering special 
experiences for our valued Museum Members. Activities 
will include: Snooty Mascot Debut, Snooty Sportsology 
Challenge, Snooty Star Talk, and More! Visit our website 
or call 941-216-3463 to RSVP or for more info.

July 22, 2017, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.: Snooty’s 69th 
Birthday Bash & Wildlife Festival
This annual event will celebrate 
Snooty’s 69th birthday and 
promote wildlife awareness. 
The outdoor festival is FREE 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for all 
Snooty’s friends and fans. 
The celebration will feature 
children’s games and art 
activities; free treats and drinks 
for children, a chance to meet the NEW Snooty mascot; 
plus much more! 

FREE Outdoor Festival – see Snooty in the 
Spanish Plaza; Indoor Museum admission 
discounted to Adults - $9, Seniors (65+) - $8 
and Children (4-12) - $7; Museum Members and 
children 3 & under are always free.  

September 22, 2017 - January 18, 2018: 
National Geographic’s 50 Greatest Photographs
50 Greatest Photographs 
showcases many of the most 
compelling images published 
in the history of the National 
Geographic magazine. 
The exhibition features 
50 of the magazine’s 
most remembered and celebrated photographs from 
its almost 130-year history. In addition to seeing the 
photographs as they appeared in the magazine, 
exhibition visitors will learn the stories behind the 
photos, and more about the photographers themselves. 
This exhibition will transport visitors behind the lens of 
some of National Geographic’s most engaging images. 
Special exhibitions are included with paid Museum 
Admission. 
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