
2. Museum Store 

3. Great Hall—Mastodon  

(Mammut americanum) 

Mastodons lived in Florida 

during the Pleistocene Era, 

10,000—12,000 years ago. 

Discovered in the Aucilla 

River in north Florida, this 

cast represents the largest  

mastodon ever discovered in 

North America.   

4. Great Hall 

Paleoindian Bison Hunt 

(Bison antiquus) 

Bison lived in Florida during 

the Pleistocene Era, 10,000-

12,000 years ago.  This  

diorama illustrates a hunting 

scene that took place during 

that time. 

 

The hunters in the diorama 

represent prehistoric people 

that lived in our area.  The 

nomadic Paleoindian followed 

migratory herds throughout 

areas of Florida.  The Harney 

Flats site, near Tampa, is one 

such site.    

9. East Gallery 

Exhibition space hosting traveling and 

special in-house exhibits. 

 

5. Florida Land of Change 

Discover why there were no  

dinosaurs in Florida and learn  

how Florida’s environment and  

inhabitants have changed over  

time. 

6.  Fabulous Florida Fossils 

Fossils representing the variety of 

animals that once lived in our area.   

11. Fountain and Statue 

Equestrian statue of Hernando  

DeSoto, cast in 1974 in Rome, Italy. 

10. Manatee Aquarium Underwater 

Viewing 

The manatee aquarium holds 60,000 

gallons of water and is 40’ x 25’ with 

a depth of 9 feet. 

Snooty, a West Indian Manatee, was 

born at the old Miami Aquarium and 

Tackle Company on July 21, 1948 and 

arrived in Manatee County in 1949.  

He is the oldest manatee living in  

captivity. 

Manatee presentations daily at: 

11:15, 1:00, 2:45 and 3:45pm 
 

13. The Spanish Chapel 

The chapel was designed after a 

church in the city of Barcarrota, 

Spain.  It is a composite of many 

16th century Catholic chapels. 

The smaller ―Priests’ Door‖ was 

used by the priests and common 

people, and was designed to  

12. 1500s Spanish Home 

The home appears small, but is 

actually made to the same scale as 

the original.  People were, on  

average, only about 5’3‖ during 

this time period.  As you enter the 

house, the room to the far right 

would be the stable.  The double 

doors led to a parlor.  There is a 

meat hanger in the kitchen ceiling 

near the fireplace. 

Restrooms 

On the first floor, wheelchair  

accessible restrooms are located 

north of admissions area, and in the 

Spanish Plaza. Second floor  

restrooms are located in the  

Riverine Gallery. 

Elevator and Stairs 

The elevator is located in the 

Museum area.  Stairs are next to 

the elevator, and at the rear of 

the complex near the Aquarium. 

  FIRST FLOOR 
1. Main Entrance & Lobby 

Smilodon fatalis diorama. 

Fierce saber-toothed cat that 

lived in Florida during  

the ice-age. 

16. Bishop Planetarium 

Re-opened in June 2005, the new, state-of-

the-art Bishop Planetarium combines  

cutting-edge technology and world-class 

shows to bring you  truly out-of-this-world 

experiences.  7. Archaic Peoples 

Murals and artifacts that show how 

native Floridians adapted to the  

extinction of Pleistocene animals 

and a changing environment. 

8.  Tallant Gallery 

The South Florida Museum’s  

premier collection of Florida’s First 

Peoples’ artifacts.  See the Tocobaga 

diorama depicting life on the Manatee 

River over 500 years ago. 

have them enter bowing in respect 

to God.  The main doors opened 

only when archbishops or bishops 

were present.  The marble floor 

was originally in Bradenton’s 

Dixie Grande Hotel, torn down in 

1974. 

15. Discovery Place 

An educational, hands-on activity 

center for children.  Open at  

selected times during the week. 

14. Spanish Manor House 

Now home of the Conquistador 

Historical Foundation, Inc.   

Entrance to Foundation’s museum 

is behind the DeSoto statue in the 

Spanish Plaza. 
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SECOND FLOOR 

17. Patrons Gallery 

Acknowledges and celebrates the founders and patrons 

who have been instrumental in the establishment and 

continued enhancement of the museum since 1946. 

 

18.  Medical Gallery 

A look into the medical history of Manatee County 

 

19.  Visible Storage—Collections Study Gallery 

Behind-the-scenes survey of the museum’s 

collection. 

 

20. River Heritage Hall 

Explores the geography, government, economics and 

culture that flourished along the Manatee River from 

European contact to the 20th century.  A global time-

line illustrates history from the 1500s to the mid 

1960s.  Central to the story are exhibits on the Spanish 

Ranchos, the Seminole Wars, the American Civil War 

and the Spanish-American War. 

 

21.  Model T Ford, 1927 

22.  Bat Fogarty Boat Building Shop 

The original shed, woodworking tools and 

smaller machinery from Fogarty’s workshop.   

 

23.  Pine Uplands, including Pioneer Cabin. 

Step back in time to the 1880s, when the region 

was covered with pine forests, now-endangered 

species were plentiful and pioneers began to 

settle in our area. 

        

Soon to be:  Riverine Gallery  

including Mangrove Islands, Estuaries, and the 

River.   

 

24. Gulf Waters 

An underwater view of fish & other creatures 

living in the waters of the Gulf. 

 

25. Manatee Aquarium 

Presentations at 11:15, 1:00, 2:45 and 3:45 
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To Our Visitors 
Welcome to the South Florida Museum.  We 

encourage our visitors to enjoy themselves while 

visiting the Museum.  We hope that you will 

look, explore, learn, talk, ask questions and have 

fun, and we hope you will visit us again many 

times. 

For more information about the museum and 

events, visit www.southfloridamuseum.org 

Underwater Manatee Viewing and the  

Spanish Plaza are accessible by the stairway 

located in Aquarium area. 

Admission 

Includes Admission to Museum, Aquarium     

             and Planetarium    

 Museum Friends  FREE 

 Adults   $15.95 

 Seniors (60+)  $13.95 

 Children (4-12)  $11.95 

 Children Under 4  Free 
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                  Hours 
  

Tuesday –  Saturday   10-5  
 

Sunday                       Noon-5 

Closed Monday 
  

Closed on Thanksgiving,  

Christmas &  New Year's Day 
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