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PALEOINDIANS  
The Paleoindians were nomadic hunter-gatherers. Nomads are small groups of people who follow herds of animals that 
migrate to seasonal grazing areas and watering holes. Men hunted animals, while women gathered other kinds of food. 
Because of their nomadic lifestyle, the Paleoindians did not settle in permanent villages. They traveled with everything they 
needed to set up temporary camps.  

 

TIMELINE - On the timeline below, indicate the Paleoindian time period.  
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FOOD - What kinds of food did Floridaôs Paleoindians eat? How did the Paleoindians get their food?  

WATER - Where did Floridaôs Paleoindians get their water? How do you think this affected their way of life? 

SHELTER - The Paleoindians did not live in permanent shelters. What kind of shelter do you think they made at their 

campsites? What materials do you think they used to make their shelters? What do you think the climate was like in  
Florida during the Paleoindian period? What evidence can you find in the diorama to support your thinking?  

TOOLS -  What kinds of tools did the Paleoindians use? What did they use them for? What materials were used to make 

tools? 

To answer the questions below, look carefully for clues in the Bison Hunt diorama. You may also find answers in 
the stories on the reading rail.  



ARCHAIC PEOPLES  
As environmental conditions and food resources changed, the people who lived in Florida adapted to different ways of life. 
After the herd animals that supplied food for the Paleoindians became extinct, Archaic peoples had to find new sources of 
food. They became semi-nomadic, building temporary settlements and moving to take advantage of seasonal resources. 

 

TIMELINE - On the timeline below, indicate the Early, Middle, and Late Archaic time periods.  
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FOOD - Look at the murals in the Archaic Peoples exhibit. Based on what you see, what kinds of food did Floridaôs                     

              Archaic people eat?  

WATER - Looking at the murals, do you see anything that indicates where Floridaôs Archaic people got their water?  

                  How do you think this influenced where they settled? 

SHELTER - Looking at the murals,  can you tell what type of shelter the Archaic People built? Were these shelters  

          permanent or temporary? 

TOOLS - Look at the other exhibits in the Archaic Peoples area. What kinds of tools did the Archaic people use? What did  

                  they use them for? What materials were used to make tools? 



 

TIMELINE - On the timeline below, indicate the Weeden Island and Safety Harbor Culture time periods.  
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FOOD - Looking at the diorama, can you tell what kinds of food did the Tocobaga ate?  

WATER - Can you find any artifacts that the Tocobaga might have used to get water? How do you think the availability of  

      water Influenced where villages were built? 

SHELTER - Describe the location of the Tocobaga house in the diorama. What materials were used to build this shelter?  

                      Do you see any evidence that the Tocobaga built structures other than houses? 

TOOLS - What kinds of tools did the Tocobaga use? What did they use them for? What materials were used to make  

                 tools?  

THE TOCOBAGA  
On Floridaôs Gulf Coast, the extensive coastline and numerous river systems provided enough resources to support many 
different groups of people. Communities began to develop their own unique way of expressing themselves. Around Tampa 
Bay, the Tocobaga people developed a unique culture. Tocobaga tools, like pots and bowls, began to be more than just 
useful objects. They were often decorated and used for ceremonial purposes. The Tocobaga culture had two distinct time 
periods, the Weeden Island Culture and the Safety Harbor Culture. 


